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       WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $400,000 for On-Site Academy's Law Enforcement Counseling Program in Gardner.       

        The funding is included in the FY08 Commerce, Justice and Science Appropriations Bill approved by the House yesterday. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.       

        The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president’s desk to be signed into law.       

        "On-Site Academy serves our community's heroes, our police, firefighters and EMTs," Olver said. "By providing innovative, confidential programs, On-Site Academy allows our first responders to successfully return to their critical work after a traumatic experience on the job."       

        "We serve the people who serve others," said Hayden Duggan, the President and Founder of On-Site Academy.  "We have assisted over 3,000 first responders and their families since we first opened.  We would not have been able to help nearly as many without Congressman Olver’s support."       

        On-Site Academy in Gardner is one of two sister, non-profit organizations that treats first responders who have experienced traumatic stress related to their work.  It provides a variety of treatment and counseling programs for law enforcement personnel and their families.       

        The program also serves returning combat veterans who are law enforcement officers, helping to prepare them to return to their regular law enforcement jobs.       

       “With national statistics indicating 1 in 6 returning combat soldiers suffering from depression or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, On-Sites work is critical for returning veterans looking to get back to their regular law enforcement jobs,” said Congressman John Olver.       

       To date, Olver has secured over $1.7 million for the project between FY02 and the current FY08 budget.        

        ##       

For more information about On-Site, please see the organization’s website: http://onsiteacademy.org/             
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